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Property Description 

Per real estate listing: “Unique investment/redevelopment opportunity in prime University District location 
revitalized by new light rail 2 blocks away. Striking 12000 SF mid-century mixed-use building on “the 
Ave” by architect Samuel Morrison comprises 18 vintage open 1BR apartments and 3500 SF boutique retail 
space, once home of Academy of Classical Ballet, run by Irene Larson of NY City Ballet, and of Jun Fan 
Gung Fu Institute, martial arts school of fighter, teacher and philosopher Bruce Lee. ..N3P-65 (M1) 
zoning..” – Seattle Windermere, Aug. 2020. 
 

 
4750 University Way 1959, Property Records 
 
 
The land was originally home to the Duwamish Tribe and Chief Seattle for which the City of 
Seattle is named. 
 
The first resident of the property was James Nicholas Gilmer, a Confederate Colonel. 
On December 12,1903 Gilmer applied for a building permit for the address then known  on Lot 28 
in Block 2 of University Heights Addition. The address was then called  4750 14th Avenue NE The 
home was estimated to cost $2000. 
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Builder 

In 1957, an architect, Samuel G. Morrison, and two contractors, Jack Mulliken and William 
Garrett, realized the value of the home's proximity to the university and location within its business 
district. The trio purchased the property and planned to develop it into an apartment building with 
retail space. The architect in the trio, Samuel G. Morrison, was born and raised in Spokane, 
Washington, and received his Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Washington in 
1940. He put his design career on hold for eight years during WWII when he served as a lieutenant 
commander in the U.S. Navy. Finally, in 1948, he opened his own firm, Samuel G. Morrison & 
Associates, and designed many mid-century modern commercial buildings, apartment buildings, 
and homes in the Seattle metropolitan area. Some of his landmark buildings were the Seattle-First 
National Bank in Tukwila at 225 Tukwila Parkway and the Nile Temple Headquarters at the 
Seattle Center.  

Morrison’s mid-century modern design for the apartment building was printed in the Seattle Times 
on August 11, 1957. It was a three-story building that included 18 one-bedroom apartments and 
two ground floor retail spaces and estimated to cost $200,000. 1 

 

Building Exterior 

 
University Way Apts. In 2010. Photo courtesy of Charlette LeFevre 
 

4750 University Way is a three-story building that included 18 one-bedroom apartments and two 
ground floor retail spaces. The exterior feature is of a teal corrugated metal facing segment on the 
North side with the apartment name in white letters and stone facing completing the remaining 
exterior facing of apartment floors. The front is set with full glass front for the two retail stores. 
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The style of the building is an example of the clean lines and color predominant in the late 50’s 
and early 60’s with buildings and is typical of architecture during that time period.  
 
The University Way Apartments has primarily stayed the same since it was built in 1958 with the 
exception of the first floor being remodeled to be a health center and slight changes in store front 
windows and awnings over the years. Apartment railing appears to have remained the same design 
including exterior concrete block wall. 
 
Building Interior 
The interior of 4750 University Way is basic white walls, baseboard and linoleum. The apartments 
are standard in design and layout.  
 
The Times wrote, “The store front will be of expanded metal of stamped designs, and glass set in 
the aluminum. An inside entrance is provided to the apartments…[and] a roof garden is planned.” 
Morrison chose a jewelry store and a fine fur store as potential tenants, curious choices for the 
student-oriented neighborhood. The apartment building’s 1957 permit was not located, but 
construction was finished around June 1958.2  

On June 27, 1958, the Times printed the first of several advertisements in the classifieds for the 
University Way Apartments: “New building in business district, near campus. Ready for 
occupancy now” …3” In 1959, another advertisement boasted the apartments offered the “finest of 
everything at your fingertips."4  

Furnished apartments could be rented for $97.50-$107.50 and unfurnished for $85. A building 
permit approved in 1960 noted the ground floor “store” space was vacant, 5 

Another permit in 1961 revealed Morrison was altering the space to accommodate a health studio. 
6 
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4750 University Way Apts. Aug. 2022. Photo courtesy of Charlette LeFevre. 
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Back area of 4750 University Way Apts. Aug. 2022. Photo courtesy of Charlette LeFevre. 

 
Inside apartment of 4750 University Way. NWMLS listing 2022. 

 

1 Manning. Barbara, A History of 4750 University Way 
2 Seattle Daily Times August 11, 1957  
3 Seattle Daily Times June 27,1958 
4 Seattle Daily Times June 12,1959 
5 University Way Apartments Building Permit,1959. Seattle Property Records. 
6 University Way Apartments Building Permit, 1961. Seattle Property Records. 
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Building Alterations  

In 1961, the basement was altered to be occupied as a Health Studio. 7 

 

University Way Apartments Building Permit, 1961. Seattle Property Records. 
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City of Seattle Property Records. 8
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Storefront replaced in 1991. 

 

City of Seattle Property Records. 9 
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Lot Setting & Plantings  

 

4750 University Way Apts. Aug. 2022. Photo courtesy of Charlette LeFevre 

Sidewalk area has changed with the addition of trees curbside. Of note is one tree to the North and South of 
the building. 
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Seattle Daily Times, Aug. 1957 10 
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4750 University Way 1959.  Puget Sound Regional Archives. 11 

Building with two storefronts and 18 apartments behind the retail area. 
Side entrance to apartments with teal corrugated metal sheeting.  
White signage "UNIVERSITY WAY APTS." 
Storefront and apartment area has stone veneer facing. – Seattle Property Records. 
 
Surrounding Streetscape 
 
Interstate 5 is located approximately seven blocks to the West and Lake Washington to the East 
and South of the University of Washington campus.   
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4750 University Way Apts. Front teal facing in Aug. 2022. Photo courtesy of Charlette LeFevre 
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Neighborhood 
 
University Heights 
 

 
12 Seattle Times, Oct 14, 1899 -        Manning 
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“The land was originally home to the Duwamish, but on September 1, 1899, G. Henry Whitcomb, 
his wife, Abbie E. Whitcomb, and James Moore of the Moore Investment Company, filed a plat 
map for University Heights Addition. This Addition encompassed eight blocks, bounded by 
Northeast 55th Street, Northeast 45th Street, Brooklyn Avenue, and 15th Avenue Northeast. The 
blocks were divided into 244 buildable lots and advertised for $250 each, potentially earning a tidy 
sum for the three capitalists. 
The Addition’s name reflected its value. “Heights” for its touted view of Mt. Rainier, the 
Cascades, and the Olympics, but most importantly, “University” for its proximity to the newly 
relocated and expanding University of Washington. The neighborhood was considered a 
wholesome place. The University’s Board of Regents supported its 1895 move in part for “Ampler 
grounds…removed from the excitements and temptations incidental to city life and its 
environments.” The area's innocence was bolstered by a Prohibition law where saloons, or any sale 
of intoxicating liquors, was forbidden within a two-mile radius from the university.” – Manning Report,  
13 

 

The first house 4750 University Way, Property Records 

Fourteenth Ave was renamed in 1919 to University Way is now known as “The Ave” and is 
primarily small retail businesses, cafes, restaurants and other apartments supporting the nearby 
student body of the nearby University of Washington. 

7    Exterior of 4750 University Way. Seattle Property Records 
8 Seattle Property Records 
9    Seattle Property Records 
10  Seattle Daily Times, August 1957 
11  4750 University Way 1959.  Puget Sound Regional Archives 
12  Seattle Times, Oct 14, 1899 
13  Manning 
 

University of Washington 
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Neighboring lots in University Heights Addition were sold to University of Washington’s 
president, Dr. Frank Graves, and to Professor Landes—both men "will run their lawns together.”  
Other familiar university names who purchased lots in University Heights were Frederick 
Padelford and the university’s future president, Thomas Kane.  Edmond Meany lived just a few 
blocks away.  In all, 17 faculty members called University Heights their home.  

 

 

 

Bruce Lee posing in front of Suzzallo Library, University of Washington.  
Photo from “Regards from the Dragon”, 15 

Bruce Lee attended the University of Washington between 1960 and 1963 and study theater and 
philosophy. During his college years he would also demonstrate his martial arts at the University 
of Washington. 

The article in the photo reads: 
“P.E. Department May Offer Gung Fu Class. Students taking P.E. next fall may have a chance 
to take a course in Gung Fu, an ancient Oriental system of hand-to-hand combat.  

Dr. Russell Cutler, executive officer of the men’s P.E. Department became interested in Gung Fu 
some time ago, and had Bruce Lee, a University Sophomore, put on a demonstration in Meany 
Hall to test student interest in Gung Fu. About 200 people showed up for the demonstration. 
Consequently, the P.E. Dept. is seriously considering a class in Gung Fu.”16 

 
“Bruce Lee looking sharp on campus at the University of Washington. Bruce was so very proud to 
attend that college and his family was even more proud of him back in Hong Kong.” - Regards 
from the Dragon, Taky Kimura 17 



 

19 
 

Currently, during orientation for new students a story is related how Bruce Lee would back brace 
himself up to the top of the brick columns on the center campus Red Square.- unsourced. 

 
 

 

Bruce Lee standing in front of University of Washington Columns.  
Photo from Kimura, Regards from The Dragon 18 

Bruce Lee would practice in many areas of the UW campus and in front of the Greek columns. The 
Greek Ionic columns Bruce Lee poses with are historical structures at the University of 
Washington.  The columns are located at the Sylvan Theater on the campus. The four columns are 
24’ tall Ionic columns from the original University building downtown, constructed in 1861 and 
are considered some of the oldest-standing architectural pieces in Seattle. -  Wikipedia.19 

It was in this area during a martial arts class he would ask his future wife Linda Lee for their first 
date to the Space Needle. 

 

 

14 Manning 
15 Kimura, Taki and Tadman, David “Regards from the Dragon” Empire Books 
     Los Angeles, 2009, p 140 
16 Kimura, “P.E. Department May offer Gung Fu Class” p 140 
17 Kimura, p 140 
18 Kimura, p 180  
19 Wikipedia -Bruce Lee 
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Surrounding Historical Buildings 

 

Wilsonian Apartments 

 

Wilsonian Apartments 2022. Photo courtesy of Charlette LeFevre 

The area surrounding the University Way Apts. Is known as University Heights. In addition to the 
the numerous historical buildings at the University of Washinton, there are many other prominent 
buildings. 

Just South of the University Way Apts. Near the corner of 45th and University Way is the historical 
Wilsonian Apartments. The Wilsonian opened in November of 1923 and the first woman mayor of 
Seattle Bertha Knight Landes lived there from the 1920’s until 1941.  The Wilsonian was 
promoted as the most elegant apartment hotel of its time outside of New York City. When it 
opened, it offered restaurant facilities, electric ranges in the apartments, elegant lounges, and an 
adjacent ballroom with a specially designed dance floor. The Wilsonian was designated a 
landmark by the City of Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board in October 2005. 20 

Other nearby City of Seattle Landmarks include University National Bank on the corner of 45th 
and University Way; University Presbyterian Church, 4555 16th Avenue NE and University 
Heights Elementary School, 5031 University Way NE. 21 

University Heights Center 
Just a block North from the University Way Apts. is the University Heights Center. In September 
1903, the University Heights Elementary School opened in Seattle's University District. The 
architects were the firm of Bebb and Mendel, and they based the design on one by architect James 
Stephen. Pupils attend grades one through eight. In 1907, James Stephen himself designed a 13-
room addition, which opens in 1908. The building is a Mission Revival style. 
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In 1976, the Seattle School District began questioning the efficacy of the continued operation of 
the University Heights Elementary School. The school closed in the early 1980s. As of 2001, the 
historic building is used not as an elementary school but as a community center. - History Link-
Priscilla Long -2001.  22 
 
 

 
University Heights Center, 5031 University Way NE 
(James Stephen/Bebb and Mendel, 1903), Courtesy Washington State Archive 
 
 
20 DeCoster, Dottie , “Wilsonian Apartments” History Link  7/29/2009 
21 “Landmarks List” Department of Neighborhoods, Seattle 
 https://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/historic-
preservation/landmarks/landmark-list 

22 Long,Pricilla  “University Heights Elementary School opens in the University District in 
September 1903.” History Link 6/18/2001 

 

 

https://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/historic-preservation/landmarks/landmark-list
https://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/historic-preservation/landmarks/landmark-list
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Statement of Significance of University Way Apartments. 

Chain of Ownership 

The land was originally occupied by the Duwamish 
1899 - G. Henry Whitcomb and Abbie E. Whitcomb 
1901- Byron A. Howard 
1903 - Lizzie B. Gilmer 
1923 - James S. and Jewell F. Holt executor 
1923 - Donald H. Brazier 
1935 - Julius J. Eckel, etal. 
1945 - Myron L. and Esther L. Finrow 
1945 - Freeman F. and Leta Snyder 
1946 - David F. Ruff 
1946 - Benzion Katz 
1953 - Gayle C. Fisk and Phyliss Fisk 
1957 - William A. and Clydene J. Garrett 

Jack C. and Lillian A. Mulliken 
Samuel B. and Barbara A. Morrison 

1968- Wakefield Investments 
1973- Tom and Senka Pavlinovic 
1996- Meng Hui Kok and Siao Ling Tio 
2000- Fereydun and Susan Ghoddousi 
 

In 1963, the front retail studio of 4750 University Way became the first formal studio of Martial 
Artist and Actor Bruce Lee from 1963-1964. This location is where Bruce Lee started his formal 
kwoon (studio) that he called the Seattle Jun Fan Gung Fu Institute. Bruce Lee also lived in a back 
studio during this time. 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 Manning. Barbara,  “A History of 4750 University Way” 
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Bruce Lee Beginnings 
 
Bruce Lee arrived in Seattle in 1959 and worked as a waiter for Ruby Chow’s restaurant on 
Jefferson and Broadway, delivered the Seattle Times while he attended Edison Tech, now the 
location of Seattle Central College. Bruce Lee would teach his friends, interested students and did 
demonstrations around Seattle while he attended University of Washington.  
The University Way Apartments studio area was Bruce Lee’s first formal above ground school. 
Previously Bruce Lee had taught in parks, the Univ. of WA campus, parking garages and in 
basements. One basement was at 418½ 8th Avenue South in the International District/Chinatown. 
The other basement where Bruce Lee taught was 653 South Weller Street what is currently the Ho 
Ho Restaurant. 
 
In March 1961, Bruce Lee began studying drama and philosophy at the University of Washington 
performing demonstrations on campus and on KCTS, a local TV channel. The following October, 
Lee leased the ground floor of 4750 University Way Northeast for his new Jun 
Fan Gung Fu Institute. 24 
 
Bruce Lee had formally petitioned the university to allow him to give formally sanctioned 
exhibitions in the men’s gym. 

 

Seattle Daily Times, May 20, 1962. 25 
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“Bruce Lee coming back from a long day at school, posing in front of the Jun Fan Gung Fu 
Institute on University Way”. Approx. 1963, photo and caption from Regards from the Dragon, 
Taky Kimura. Pg. 185 
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Linda Lee and Bruce Lee outside their studio 4750 University Way Studio. Photo Bruce Lee 
Foundation. 
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Bruce Lee on the back patio of 4750 University Way. Approx. 1963, photo from Regards from the 
Dragon, Taky Kimura. Pg. 189 

 

Linda Lee on the back patio of 4750 University Way. Approx. 1963, photo from Regards from the 
Dragon, Taky Kimura. Pg. 189 
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Linda Lee, Bruce Lee’s future wife first saw Bruce Lee at Garfield High School in Seattle where 
he was doing a demonstration. Linda would later be formally introduced to Bruce Lee through a 
mutual friend Sue Ann Kay who was taking lessons from Bruce. 
It was at the Univ. of Washington amphitheater in front of the Greek columns where he would ask 
her out on their first date. 

“That fall of 1963, Bruce moved the Jun Fan Gung Fu Institute to 4750 University Way near the 
University Campus. He was now convinced that he could make his livelihood as a kung fu 
instructor, and his future plans included opening schools in various locations around the country” 1 
– The Bruce Lee Story, Linda Lee, pg 13. 26 

By  late 1963, Bruce had issued a prospectus for his kung fu institute, which was installed on 
University Way near the college campus in Seattle. The regular fee was $22 per month and $17 for 
juniors. The prospectus which was printed and illustrated, warned that kung fu could not be 
mastered in three easy lessons. Intelligent thinking and hard work were required. Emphasizing the 
simplicity of the art, Bruce promised that “techniques are smooth, short, and extremely fast; they 
are direct, to the point and are stripped down to their essential purpose without any wasted 
motions. “ He promised that kung fu would develop confidence, humility, coordination, 
adaptability and respect for others. The Bruce Lee Story, by Linda Lee. Pg 49 27 
 

 
Bruce Lee at 4750 University Way. Approx. 1963, photo from Regards from the Dragon, Taky 
Kimura. Pg. 189. 
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“The new space was 3,000 square feet and occupied the entire ground floor of an apartment 
building. It had a large community-type shower room, about 10x15 feet with numerous shower 
heads coming out of the walls.  The space must have been planned as a gym of sorts. 

There was a room in the back of the gym which Bruce used as his bedroom. He had a beautiful set 
of teakwood furniture which he had brought back from Hong Kong the previous summer. The 
funny thing about Bruce’s bedroom was that there were no windows. When you came in the rear 
entrance there was also no light switch near the door. You had to stumble across the room in pitch 
blackness to find the light.” –  

Every day after school we’d run back to his place and get there in time for General Hospital. Then 
Bruce would take me out to dinner across the street at a Chinese restaurant where he knew the 
cook.  

By June of 1964, at the end of Bruce’s junior year, he and James [ Lee ] had made plans to open 
the second branch of the Jun Fan Gung Fu Institute in Oakland… Bruce gave up his lease at 4750 
University Way and arranged with Taky Kimura to take over his classes as head instructor of the 
Seattle branch of the Jun Fan Gung Fu Institute. At the close of the school year”. 28 

Bruce Lee left this studio in the care of Taky Kimura, his senior student to continue to teach and 
Bruce would go on to act in the "Green Hornet" and Hollywood movies achieving the status of 
Superstar and a global icon who fought for equality.  
 
In 1968 Bruce Lee would return to the Jun Fan Gung Fu Institute in Seattle for a visit and updated 
the class along with Taky Kimura on many things that he was working on. 
 
Development of studios and a school was one of the visions of Bruce Lee. Following is an excerpt 
from an essay Bruce wrote for his freshman English course while attending the University of 
Washington.   
“When you drop a pebble into a pond of water, the pebble starts a series of ripples that extend 
until they encompass the whole pool. This is exactly what will happen when I give my ideas a 
definite plan of action. Right now I can project my thoughts into the future. I can see ahead of me. 
I dream (remember that practical dreamers never quit). I may now own nothing but a little place 
down in a basement, but once my imagination has got up a full head of steam, I can see painted on 
a canvas in my mind, a picture of a fine, big five or six story gung fu institute with branches all 
over the States.” 29 
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Doug Palmer far left, Taky Kimura in middle, Mary Sue Kay far right. Inside the Seattle Jun Fan Gung Fu 
Institute, University Way Studio, Fall of 1963. - Regards from the Dragon, Taky Kimura, pg 157 

 
Bruce Lee’s first students were Jesse Glover, Skip Ellsworth, Pat Hooks, Howard Hall, Charlie Woo, Taky 
Kimura, LeRoy Garcia, Tak Miyabe, Jim DeMile, Ed Hart and John Jackson - p.28 Bax, Little 
p 140- pictures of dojo,142 30 
 
 
24 Manning. Barbara, “A History of 4750 University Way” 
25 Manning. Barbara, “A History of 4750 University Way” 
26 Linda Lee, “The Bruce Lee Story”, pg. 13 
27 Linda Lee, “The Bruce Lee Story”, pg. 49 
28 Linda Lee, “The Bruce Lee Story”, pg. 16 
29 Linda Lee, “The Bruce Lee Story”, pg. 48 
30 Bax, Paul Number One-Reflections from Bruce Lee’s first Student Jesse Glover, Create 
Space, 2019 
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Bruce Lee Broke Racial Barriers 
Much to the dislike of the Chinese Kung-Fu community, in 1959 and throughout his career, Bruce Lee 
taught “outsiders” or non-Chinese including Bruce Lee’s first US student Jesse Glover, an African 
American, Taky Kimura of Japanese background and his future wife Linda Emery who is 
Caucasian. Bruce Lee also had the distinction of teaching women or anyone who wanted to learn. 
One of Bruce Lee’s first female students was Sue Ann Kay who would later introduce him to his 
future wife Linda Lee. 

In what would become a famous fight, in 1965 after Bruce Lee had moved to Oakland, Wong Jack 
Man challenged him to a fight to keep him from teaching outside the Chinese community. If Bruce 
Lee lost, he would have to stop teaching outsiders. Bruce Lee won the fight and won the right to 
teach whomever he pleased. 

Linda Lee would later write in her book about Bruce Lee’s background and his view on breaking 
racial barriers. “Bruce had been on his own in the U.S. for five years and was used to making his 
own decisions. Also, his mother was half Caucasian so this would not be the first time the racial 
barrier had been broken in his family. Bruce wrote to his family, apprising them of his plans, and 
they replied that, even though they wished he would marry a Chinese, they would never the less 
welcome me to the family. Bruce’s letters to them were the first time they had heard of our 
relationship, yet they trusted his good judgment. I think they always knew that, despite his 
difficulties as a young person in Hong Kong, he was an intelligent person with a good sense of 
right and wrong in the universal sense.” 31 

Robert Clouse, a Director would also write about Bruce Lee’s acceptance of other cultures despite 
a history of conflict. “In 1959, Bruce Lee began dating Amy Sanbo, a Japanese girl who had also 
been interred during World War II and Bruce asked her often to marry her. Bruce would go to 
Amy’s home in Seattle and talk with her mother, using the little Japanese he knew.” 32 

 

 

 

31, Linda Lee. The Bruce Lee Story Pg.19 

32 Clouse, Robert Bruce Lee The Biography, Unique Publications, Burbank. 1988. pg. 39 
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Bruce Lee and Taky Kimura demonstrate a martial arts move at the Seattle Gung Fu Institute 
at 4750 University Way. Photo from Regards from the Dragon. By Taky Kimura. Pg 122. 
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Impact on local Community 

Stories of Bruce Lee from his students, friends and acquaintances has been a source of quiet pride 
here in the Northwest. In 2014, Wing Luke Museum in Seattle started an exhibit of Bruce Lee 
memorabilia and today has become one of their largest visitor exhibits now housing permanently 
Bruce Lee’s personal book collection. 33 

In 2009 Taky Kimura, Bruce Lee’s senior student would publish his own book and story34  and in 
2020 Doug Palmer, one of Bruce Lee’s youngest students would finally publish his own book 
detailing the accounts of Bruce Lee’s training and friendship. 34 

 

Bruce Lee and Jesse Glover practicing Jun Fan Gung Fu at their place of residence 6th and Cherry 
Ave. in Seattle.  Approx. 1960, photo from Regards from the Dragon, Taky Kimura. Pg. 241. 

 

Bruce Lee’s acceptance to teach anyone from a diverse community was a testament to his desire to 
help others regardless of their background.  Jesse Glover, an African American and Bruce Lee’s 
first US student would self publish his own book titled Bruce Lee and continue to teach students in 
the International District. As Bruce Lee developed prominence in Hollywood and in films so did 
Jesse Glover’s prominence due to their relationship as friends and as martial artists. 

Jesse Glover grew up in Seattle and as a child he had rheumatic fever and he formed an interest 
toward boxing and wrestling. He practiced Ju Jitsu but when he tried to learn Judo at Seattle Dojo 
he was told that only Japanese people were allowed to practice there. 
 
“When I was twelve years old I had a brutal experience that really provided the motivation to learn 
martial arts. Ronny Fields, Sylvester Bennett, and I were on our way back to town from a dance at 
the Duwamish Bend housing project when we encountered a drunken Seattle Patrolman.”  
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Jesse was beaten so bad that one of his teeth was sticking through a hole an inch below his lower 
lip, and three others were deeply imbedded in his tongue. From that young age Jesse wanted to 
learn how to defend himself. 35 
 
 
33 Wing Luke Museum 
34 Kimura, Taky and David Tadman, “Regards from the Dragon” Empire Books, Los 
Angeles,2009 
35 Palmer, Doug, “Bruce Lee Sifu, Friend and Big Brother”, Chin Music Press 2022 
36 Glover , Jesse Bruce Lee Between Wing Chun and Jeet Kune Do, 1976 p 3 
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Impact Nationally and Internationally 

Bruce Lee “revolutionized the martial arts world, and the way martial arts was portrayed in film. 
He overturned our stereotype of the Asian male (as being subservient and asexual), and brought an 
appreciation of the martial arts to a mainstream audience. 37 

Bruce Lee is also considered the Father of Mixed Martial Arts. 
On the 25th anniversary of his death, The Times of London said that he was "the most recognizable 
Chinese in the world, after Mao Tse-tung.38.  

 The Hollywood Reporter called him a "global icon who's as omnipresent in pop culture as Marilyn 
Monroe, James Dean and Charlie Chaplin." – 39 

University of Washington, Alumni of the Century, Dec. 1999. 40 

 

37 Palmer pg. 5 

38 Times of London 
39 Block Ben Alex. “Bruce Lee”. Hollywood  Reporter. March 22, 2010. 
40 UW Alumni of The Century December, 1991 

 
Martial Arts Tradition 
It is customary in China to honor your teacher or Sifu and to honor the history and legacy of your 
master's teachings. Preservation of Bruce Lee’s first formal studio is a way of continuing the cross 
cultural bridge in which Bruce Lee established in many ways becoming an Ambassador for China. 
Bruce Lee not only started his first formal studio as a business owner and teacher but continued to 
develop his martial arts skills in this location and lived in a back room while he attended the 
nearby University of Washington. 
Many fans of Bruce Lee from around the world come and bow in front of the building 
and it is considered of cultural significance in the world of martial arts. 
Although Bruce Lee lived and taught in many locations, this building is believed to be the last 
standing studio and living space of Bruce Lee as his house in Hong Kong was demolished in 2019.  
Thousands of visitors visit Seattle every year and pay their respects at his gravesite and visit the 
locations where he visited. 
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Photographs: 

Cover photographs: University Way, 2010, Photo by Charlette LeFevre. 
Bruce Lee standing in front of 4750 University Way approx. 1963. The Bruce Lee Story, Linda Lee, p.36 
 
 

 

Taky Kimura and Bruce Lee at the Seattle Jun Fan Gung Fu Institute, 4750 University Way. Bruce Lee 
Foundation. 
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